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	Expiration Date:

None


	PURPOSE
	To issue to State departments, counties, and other business partners additional terms for the HIPAA glossary.


	BACKGROUND
	Throughout the implementation of HIPAA, covered and impacted entities have had a need for definitions of the terms used in HIPAA.  Many of the terms are unique to HIPAA and have different meanings than when used in other contexts.  

CalOHI has created a comprehensive HIPAA glossary available at our website at www.ohi.ca.gov.  This policy memorandum issues additional terms utilized by the Security and EIN Rule.  The existing glossary already covers the general terms, the privacy, and the Transactions and Code Sets Rule terms and their definitions.  Subsequent components will cover National Provider Number (NPI) and other rules.  




	
	· CalOHI recommends that State departments and counties use the glossary as the basis for creating their own glossary that meets their own business needs.  Utilization of the glossary as a basis for customized glossaries will reduce the cost to each entity.



	ACTION
	Users of the CalOHI website will be able to view the glossary in its entirety or click on hyperlinks to find the definition of a specific term.  CalOHI will provide hyperlinks to the policy memorandum specific for the specific rule that would be applicable for you.  Just click on HIPAA glossary at the bottom of any of our website pages. CalOHI has added a hyperlink on the front page right hand bar entitled HIPAA Glossary.

The glossary provides definitions of terms and references to the appropriate section of the Code of Federal Regulations.  Some of the references are to the definition contained in the federal regulations.  These are denoted by the parenthetical phrases, such as:  “(definition of individual)”.  The other references are to sections of the federal regulations that relate to the specific terms.

__________________________________________________________


	NEXT STEPS
	The Statewide HIPAA Workgroups are developing glossary sections for the other HIPAA Rules.  CalOHI will issue these as the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services issues each final rule.  The sections to be issued include:




	
	RULE

POLICY MEMORANDUM

General

PM 2004-46

Privacy

PM 2004-46

Transactions and Code Sets

PM 2004-53

Employer Identifier Number (EIN)

IM 2007-16
Security

IM 2007-16
National Provider Identifier (NPI)

Enforcement




	CONTACT
	For more information or questions, please contact:

Elaine Scordakis
California Office of HIPAA Implementation

1600 Ninth Street, Room 460

Sacramento, CA  95814

(916) 651-8066
Escorda1@ohi.ca.gov 










Alex Kam







Acting Director








California Office of HIPAA Implementation

Exhibit 1: 
HIPAA Security Glossary

Exhibit 2:
HIPAA Employer Identifier Number Glossary
cc:  
HIPAA Steering Committee Members


Philip Chen, Department of Finance


Coleen Pedroza, State Information Security Office

3

